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Northern Ireland’s economic summit
The Northern Ireland Economic Conference, now in its 27th
year, is Northern Ireland’s premier economic analysis event and
is unique in being the only forum that takes a high level look at
the performance of, and prospects for the local economy. It is
firmly established as the annual autumn summit for Northern
Ireland’s economic community, including policy makers and
business leaders. This year’s conference will take place at a time
of unprecedented change and is the not to be missed event for
all the latest information and perspectives on the local
economy.

Economic headwinds
The 2022 conference is against a backdrop of surging inflation
and the most negative forecast from the Bank of England –
warning of a protracted recession and the worst squeeze on
living standards in more than 60 years. Northern Ireland is
particularly vulnerable to the coming downturn as economic
output (GVA) has not recovered to the level before the financial
crash of 2008. Expert speakers will discuss all the key issues and
share their thoughts on the economic outlook for Northern
Ireland.

Why attend?
✓

Expert local and visiting speakers

✓

Major economic summit

✓

Economic outlook and forecast

✓

Unique information presented

✓

Not-to-be-missed annual conference

✓

All sectors represented — government,
business, third sector

Northern Ireland’s economic summit

Key issues to be addressed at the conference
01

UK economic prospects

02

A f ramework for enhanced f iscal devolution

03

Northern Ireland medium term economic outlook

04

Impact of inflation on consumers

05

Addressing the productivity challenge

06

Driving local economic development

07

Employment: The shape of the workforce post pandemic

08

The growing skills gaps in the economy

09

Energy prices and security of supply

10

Fostering entrepreneurship

Sponsorship opportunities
There are still a small number of available
sponsorship opportunities at this year’s
conference. Sponsorship of the annual
Northern Ireland Economic Conference is an
excellent way for organisations to raise their
profile with a key audience of economic
decision-makers and senior business leaders.
For further details or to discuss how your
organisation can benefit from close
association with Northern Ireland’s premier
economic analysis event, contact Lynda
Millar on 028 9261 9933 or email
lynda.millar@agendani.com.

Programme
09:00

T HE NORTHERN IRELAND ECONOMIC OUTLOOK
Chairman’s welcome and introduction: John Campbell, Economics and Business Editor
BBC Northern Ireland

WELCOME

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

ECONOMIC FORECAST

UK ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

PRODUCTIVITY

Alderman Stephen Ross, Mayor, Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council
Economic priorities for Northern Ireland
Senior representative
Department for the Economy
The Northern Ireland medium term economic outlook
Gareth Hetherington, Director
Northern Ireland Centre for Economic Policy (NICEP), Ulster University
Prospects for the UK economy in turbulent times
Chris Giles, Economics Editor, Financial Times
The productivity challenge: Driving long term economic recovery
Professor Raquel Ortega-Argilés, Director, The Productivity Lab and Chair
Regional Economic Development, Alliance Manchester Business School
Questions & answers / Panel discussion

10:45

NETWORKING BREAK

11:05

A new era of economic development
Jacqui Dixon, Chief Executive
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council

DRIVING THE LOCAL
ECONOMY

FISCAL DEVOLUTION

WORKFORCE

INFLATION

INFRASTRUCTURE

A framework for enhanced fiscal devolution for Northern Ireland
Paul Johnson, Director of Institute for Fiscal Studies and Chair of
Independent Fiscal Commission Northern Ireland
The shape of the workforce post pandemic
Dr Lisa Wilson, Senior Economist, Nevin Economic Research Institute
The return of inflation: The impact on consumers
Noyona Chundur, Chief Executive, Consumer Council for Northern Ireland
Infrastructure as a driver of economic growth
Ciara Lappin, Technical Director, Doran Consulting and Fellow
Institution of Civil Engineers
Questions & answers / Panel discussion

13:00

LUNCH BREAK

Programme
14 :00
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

A future economy powered by clean hydrogen
Dr Robert Grundy, Chair
Matrix – The Northern Ireland Science Industry Panel

Fostering entrepreneurship in Northern Ireland
Mary McKenna, Serial technology entrepreneur, angel investor and co-founder of
AwakenHub

PANEL DISCUSSION: FOSTERING INNOVATIVE ENTREPRENEURSHIP: CRITICAL TO FUTURE COMPETITIVENESS

Mary McKenna, Serial technology entrepreneur, angel investor and co-founder of AwakenHub
Jennifer Neff, Co-founder and CEO, Elemental Software
David Gavaghan, Founder, Aurora Prime Real Estate
Maeve Monaghan, Chief Executive, NOW Group
Lorraine Acheson, Managing Director, Women in Business NI

15:15

NETWORKING BREAK

15:30

Inclusive education: Closing the disadvantage gap
Tom Symons, Deputy Mission Director, A Fairer Start, Nesta

EDUCATION

PANEL DISCUSSION: CREATING A SKILLED WORKFORCE

Louise Warde Hunter, Principal and Chief Executive, Belfast Metropolitan College
Dr Karen Orr, Research Fellow, Centre for Research in Educational Underachievement, Stranmillis University
Stephen Kelly, Chief Executive, Manufacturing NI
Janice Gault, Chief Executive, Northern Ireland Hotels Federation
Dr Lynsey Quinn, Senior Skills and Partnerships Manager, The Open University in Ireland
Andrew Norton, Net Zero Skills Academy, Queen’s University Belfast (invited)

16:30

CHAIRMAN’ S SUMMARY AND CONFERENCE CLOSE

SPEAKER PANEL
Lorraine Acheson is Managing Director of Women in Business.
Lorraine, whose 20 years’ management experience spans the private
and public sectors across the UK and Australia, joined the Women in
Business team in February 2022 to drive forward the network and to
support on wider strategic objectives. As Innovate UK’s former
Manager for Northern Ireland, Lorraine gained a deep-rooted
understanding of the Northern Ireland business community,
working closely with government, industry and academia to
establish cross-sectoral engagement with the UK’s leading
innovation funding agency. Lorraine believes that now is a time to celebrate female
pioneers across the UK and Ireland who through their innovation have radically advanced
their business and wider fields, laying the foundations upon which others can build.
John Campbell is Economics and Business Editor for BBC Northern
Ireland, a position he has held since September 2013. Prior to that he
was a senior BBC producer working across TV, radio and online with
special responsibility for business coverage. He began his career on
the Liverpool Daily Post and Echo.

Noyona Chundur was appointed Chief Executive of The Consumer
Council in January 2021. She has extensive experience of consumer
protection, economic development and arts and culture having
successfully developed strategies at regional, national and
international levels that deliver customer-centric business
transformation. Noyona joined The Consumer Council from Invest
Northern Ireland where she was Head of Campaigns and Digital
Solutions since 2006, joining the organisation in 2004. She led their
communications strategy for Northern Ireland, winning multiple
internationally recognised awards for marketing and digital innovation, and is also Chair
of the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival.
Jacqui Dixon is Chief Executive of Antrim and Newtownabbey
Borough Council.
She was appointed Chief Executive of
Newtownabbey Borough Council in 2012 and subsequently Chief
Executive of the merged Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough
Council in March 2014. Jacqui holds an MBA and has worked in local
government since 1999. From June 2020 to June 2021 Jacqui was the
Chair of SOLACE NI, the Society of Local Authority Chief Executives.
SOLACE acts as the professional voice for local government and aims
to lead and manage the collective role of NI’s 11 strong and successful
Councils in transforming the lives of citizens.
Janice Gault has been the Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland
Hotels Federation since 2002. The Federation works to identify and
review issues affecting the hotel and wider hospitality industry and
lobbying governments and the Northern Ireland Assembly on the
economic and employment opportunities of tourism. Developing
services for the benefit of the industry, the Federation actively works
in partnerships with others to create the right conditions for tourism.
David Gavaghan has established Aurora Prime Real Estate Limited
and is seeking to raise £50 million locally and internationally to invest
in Grade A office space in Belfast. Previously he was Executive
Director of Quintain Estates and Development plc. He is the former
Chief Executive of Titanic Quarter Limited and prior to that was Chief
Executive of the Strategic Investment Board Limited for six years.
David was also Chair of CBI Northern Ireland from 2016-2018 having
previously been Vice Chair.
Chris Giles is a columnist at the Financial Times and has been its
Economics Editor since 2004. Based in London he has a particular
focus on trends in the world economy and in the UK. Previously at
the Financial Times, he was the economics editorial writer. Before
joining the FT in 2000, Chris was an economics correspondent at the
BBC. He started his career in research, spending seven years as an
economist for the Institute for Fiscal Studies.
Dr Robert Grundy is the Chair of Matrix – The Northern Ireland
Science Industry Panel, an expert body drawn from industry and
academia which advises the NI Executive and DfE on the commercial
exploitation of science and technology. Rob is the founder of
Anglezarke Life Sciences and Vice President for Business
Development with Nottingham based Intelligent OMICS and his
focus is on the commercial development of differentiating
innovation across science and technology. Rob also holds the
position of Honorary Lecturer in the School of Medicine Dentistry and
Biomedical Sciences at Queen’s University Belfast.
Gareth Hetherington is the Director of the Ulster University
Economic Policy Centre. The Centre is self-financing and carries out
a broad range of economic policy focused research to inform Central
and Local Government on key policy and strategy decisions. Typical
areas of research cover skills, competitiveness, tax, community
planning, economic forecasting and more recently COVID recovery.
Gareth works closely with senior stakeholders in the public and
private sector, providing briefings to NI Executive Ministers, evidence
to Assembly Committees and engages with senior business leaders.
He also provides regular economic commentary in the media. Separately Gareth is the
non-executive chair of the South Eastern Regional College (SERC) and is a member of
both the High Streets Task Force and the newly established Northern Ireland Skills
Council.
Paul Johnson is a professional economist who has been director of
the Institute for Fiscal Studies since 2011. He is a columnist for The
Times, and is a regular contributor to other broadcast and print
media. He is currently a member of the UK Climate Change
Committee, and of the Financial Services Culture Board. He is a
visiting professor in the UCL Policy Lab and at the UCL department
of economics. Previous roles have included time as chief economist
at the Department for Education and as director of public spending
at HM Treasury, where he also served as deputy head of the
government economic service. Paul was appointed CBE in the 2018 birthday honours.

Northern Ireland’s economic summit
Stephen Kelly is CEO of Manufacturing Northern Ireland, the
campaigning organisation which works with member companies,
workforce representatives, policy makers and regulators to challenge
and encourage change in areas which impact on the cost of doing
business, innovation and people. With colleagues, Stephen has been
at the forefront of Northern Ireland’s business community’s efforts
on Brexit. Previously Stephen was CEO and Strategy Director for an
international marketing and communications business, CEO of
Derry–Londonderry City Centre Initiative and worked for various
children’s and cancer charities in fundraising. He provided mediation services for the NI
Parades Commission, was a member of the BBC’s Broadcasting Council and UK National
President of Junior Chamber. He is currently a Visiting Professor at Ulster University’s
Department of Global Business and Enterprise at Magee and was a member of the UK
Government’s Board of Trade until the summer of 2020.
Mary McKenna is a Northern Irish serial tech entrepreneur and angel
investor. She co-founded successful online learning company
Learning Pool which is based in Derry. Since selling Learning Pool
Mary has worked extensively with early stage startups and scaleups
across the entire European ecosystem and especially with female
and first time entrepreneurs. She has angel invested in 20 or so early
stage tech startups to date. She is an EU Horizon Europe innovation
judge, an Entrepreneur-in-Residence at the University of Oxford and
in 2020 along with some likeminded friends she launched the
AwakenHub community for female founders across the island of Ireland. Mary was
awarded an MBE by Her Majesty the Queen in the 2014 New Year’s Honours for services
to digital technology, innovation and learning. .
Maeve Monaghan is Chief Executive, NOW Group. She was
appointed to NOW Group in 2001 and has been responsible for the
development of the organisation over the past 21 years and believes
passionately in the rights of people with disabilities to have equal
access to high quality training and employment. Maeve was
awarded an MBE in March 2022 for services to people with learning
difficulties. NOW Group, a limited company with charitable status, is
an award-winning social enterprise that supports 2000 people with
barriers to employment and learning into the workforce. The
organisation also operates three successful social enterprise businesses called Loaf
Catering, Gauge Impact and JAM Card, the profits from which go back into NOW Group’s
work.
Jennifer Neff is passionate to end avoidable health inequalities. She
set up Elemental Software in 2013 with Leeann Monk to connect
people, build communities and improve lives. The pair created the
Elemental platform designed to establish, scale, and measure the
uptake and impact of the social prescribing model of care, a more
than medicine approach to health and social care. Elemental is an
award winning tech for good company based in Derry that employs
over 30 people and that was acquired in 2021 by The Access Group.
Dr Karen Orr is a Research Fellow in the Centre for Research in
Educational Underachievement (CREU) at Stranmillis University
College, Belfast. Dr Orr's research interests span several disciplines
across psychology, education, and children’s rights. Dr Orr has
specific interest in educational disadvantage and underachievement
and in improving children’s outcomes and wellbeing, both in school
and the wider community. Amongst a suite of research projects and
publications, Dr Orr was a Co-Investigator on a recent CREU research
project (funded by DfE) aimed at exploring the perceptions of Level
4 and 5 qualifications in NI (Report: Purdy, N. Gibson, K., Orr, K., Tsang, K. (2022) Perceptions
of Level 4 & 5 Qualifications in Northern Ireland. Belfast: Centre for Research in Educational
Underachievement (CREU).
Professor Raquel Ortega-Argilés is the Chair of Regional Economic
Development at Alliance Manchester Business School. She is a
member of the Manchester Institute of Innovation Research and the
Productivity Institute. Raquel is the Director of The Productivity
Institute’s Productivity Lab, a centre of excellence for data-related
activities, including joining data in a central repository and creating
opportunities for augmented datasets. She is an associate editor of
Regional Studies and sits on the editorial boards of Letters in Spatial
and Resource Science and Eurasian Business Review. Previously,
Raquel was the Chair of Regional Economic Development at City-REDI institute and the
Strategy and International Business department at Birmingham Business School. Prior
to that, she was a Rosalind Franklin Research Fellow at the department of Global
Economics and Management in the Faculty of Economics and Business of the University
of Groningen, The Netherlands; a postdoctoral researcher at the IN+ Center for Innovation,
Technology and Policy Research of the Instituto Superior Técnico; a researcher at the Joint
Research Centre of the European Commission; a senior research fellow in the
Entrepreneurship, Growth and Public Policy group at the Max-Planck Institute of
Economics; and a junior researcher at the Regional Quantitative Analysis research group
of the University of Barcelona. Raquel holds a PhD in Economics from the University of
Barcelona.
Louise Warde Hunter is the Principal and Chief Executive of Belfast
Metropolitan College. Prior to her appointment in April 2020 Louise
was Deputy Secretary, Housing and Urban Regeneration,
Department for Communities and before that Deputy Secretary at
DAERA. A senior civil servant for over 13 years, Louise worked across
a range of government departments including education,
environment and justice. Following a period as Director of Research,
Policy and Youth at the Department of Education, she worked as
Strategic Director of Children’s Services in Scotland and NI for a major
UK children's charity before returning to NICS where her commitment to diversity and
inclusion saw her appointed Gender Champion and Chair of the NICS Women’s Network.
Louise began her career in the private sector in Manchester and London before returning
to Northern Ireland in 1992 as founder and Chief Executive of Common Purpose (Ireland),
a leadership development organisation.
Dr Lisa Wilson is a Senior Economist at the Nevin Economic
Research Institute and is based in the Belfast office. Her main
research interests lie in the areas of labour markets, income
distribution, poverty, public expenditure, living standards and wellbeing. Since taking up her position in the NERI Lisa has been among
other things carrying out work concerned with job quality and its
economic and social importance, the future of work, the gendered
nature of employment, and housing and its impact for living
standards in Northern Ireland. Lisa is a native of Donegal, and a
graduate of Ulster University and Queen’s University, Belfast. Lisa completed her PhD in
Queen’s University, Belfast focusing on income inequality and well-being.

I wish to

conference registration form

Reserve ___________ delegate places at the
conference
Conference delegate rate £255 + VAT @ 20% = £306

Discounted rate for voluntary/community/local
government sectors
Conference delegate fee £165 + VAT @ 20% = £198
Receive details of sponsorship opportunities at

Who should attend?
The Annual Northern Ireland Economic Conference is
aimed at key decision-makers and those across business
and government/the public sector with an interest in
tackling the challenges to ensure Northern Ireland’s
economy is fit for the future. It will also appeal to those
interacting with the public sector, both in policy advisory
and service delivery or advocacy roles. Those interested
in attending will include:
• Chief Executives / Directors / senior managers
• Finance directors / managers

the conference

• Central government / department officials
• Agencies, advisory bodies and NDPBs

Personal details

• Frontline service delivery professionals

Name: _________________________________________

• Auditors / value-for-money specialists

Job title: _______________________________________

• Local government officers and elected
representatives
• Budget-holders

Organisation: __________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________ Postcode: _________________
Telephone: _____________________________________
Email: _________________________________________

• Corporate planners
• Voluntary / community sector leaders / NGOs
• Services organisations – IT / telecoms
• Financial and legal advisors

Payment options
I enclose a cheque for £ ___________
Payable to ‘bmf Business Services’.
Please debit my Visa / Mastercard
Card No.

Acknowledgement of registration

Name of card holder _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation of registration will be emailed to all delegates following
receipt of registration details.
If you have not received your
acknowledgement within 48 hours of registering, please contact
registration@agendaNi.com to confirm your booking.

Signature ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Security code ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Terms and conditions
For those unable to attend, a substitute participasnt may be sent at any
time for no additional charge. Please note once purchased delegate places
cannot be cancelled.

How to register...
By telephone
+44 (0)28 9261 9933

Expiry date __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please invoice me PO Number: ____________________________

(Please provide card billing address if different from company address)

By email
registration@agendaNi.com

By post
bmf Business Services
19a Maghaberry Road
Maghaberry, Co. Antrim
Moira, BT67 0JE

You can unsubscribe from receiving information at any time, please let us know
by emailing info@agendani.com or phoning 028 9261 9933

Online
www.agendaNi.com/events

19a Maghaberry Road
Maghaberry Co. Antrim BT67 0JE
Email: info@agendani.com
Twitter: @agendani
#NIEconomic

